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FOLLY and DANGER 


ENT HUSIASM: 


The Wickedneſs of attempting to know 
the Secret Councils of Gop. 


I'N 


A DISCOURSE on the PRETENDED 
CoxnFLAGRATION of the WoRLD, by 
the Come T which is to appear in the Year 


1758, 


Wherein the ridiculous Fears of the ſuperſtitious 
Part of Mankind are clearly expoſed; and a plain 
Demonſtration that the Reſtoration of the Jews, 


and Call of the Gentiles, will be completed before 
the World is deſtroyed, 


The Whole ſupported by unanſwerable Proofs, that the 


before-mentioned COMET will not hurt or damage the 
Earth. 
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Primed for A. and C. Corner, over-againſt St, Dunſtan's 
Church in Flzet-fireet, MDS cLVI. 


(Price One Shilling.) 
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PREFACE. 


decerving and bubbling Mankind, will 
he ſure of meeting with Fools enough to 
prattiſe upon. There is no Opinion, no Error, 
however abſurd or deſtructive it may be, but 
what will meet with a favourable Reception from 
the Ignorant and the Credulous ; nay, the greſſer 
the Abſurdity, the more readily it is ſomettmes em- 
braced. In religious Matters, eſpecially, there 
7s the ampleſt Field for Tnpofition end Decepticn ; 
becauſe the Light of Nature leads Mankind to 
have ſome Sort of Religion, and great is the 
Number of artful and deſigning Men, who put 
them on a wrong Scent, for their own private 
Intereſt : And even thoſe who, at firſt, from Pre- 
Judices of Education, have been innocently inſtru- 
mental in leading the World into Error, perſe- 
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vere in their Practices, even after mature Re- 
flection, and are generally Proof againſt the moſt 


convincing Arguments of the Advocates for Truth, 
becauſe they perceive their Intereſt lies in Error. 


It is with ſpiritual Guides as with temporal 
Rulers; they will both alike decerve the World 
and prey upon Mankind, if they find them igno- 
rant or indolent encugh to bear it; and hence it 
1s, that for ſo many Ages the former have ſire- 
nuoufly aſſerted their Intailibility in Matters of 
Religion, that they might everciſe Dominion over 


Mens Conſciences, and rivet the Fetters of Error 


and Superſtition which they had put on them; 


for who would preſume to contend with an infal- 


lible Judge, or call in queſtion any of his De- 
crees? And the Civil Powers, taking the Hint 


from the Clergy's Example, and dextrouſly im— 
proving their Influence over the Laity, did by De- 


grees, in divers Countries, ſirip the People of all 
the Rights and Privileges which they held by the 
Laws of God and Nature, and ſo aſſumed, as a 
thing of divine Right, uncontroulable Autho- 
rity in temporal Matters. And thus has Civil 
and Fcclefiaftieal Tyranny been eſtabliſhed in 
Chriſtendom, and maintained all along by the Folly 
and Enthuſiaſm of numerous Bands of both Claſſes, 


prattiſed upon by a few artful Men; the former 
 miirdering their Fellow-Creatures for the Glory 
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of God, and the others ravaging Nations for the 
Glory of Kings. 


The Author of the following Sheets having made 

good the Contents of his Title Page, it is needleſs 
to expatiate upon, or endeavour to elucidate here, 
any of the Articles he has handled : But as his 
Work is calculated to anſwer another important 
End, which the Generality of Readers may not 
readily perceive, it has been judged proper to 
point it out clearly, by Way of Preface ; which 
is done by another Hand. 


Confidering the rapid Progreſs of the Refor- 
mation in the Beginning of the 16th Century, 
ben, in leſs than forty Years, ſo great a Part 
of Europe ſhook off the Yoke of Rome, it may 
ſeem a Matter of Wonder that the Popiſh Reli- 
gion ſhould not only be ſtill in a flouriſhing Con- 
dition, but have alſo greatly encreaſed in ſome 
Countries where it had very few Followers left. 
This argues ſome Over-fight or Relaxation on the 
Part of Proteſtant Divines, and an Increaſe of 


Zeal, Diligence and Induſtry in the Romiſh 
Clergy. 


Dr. Whychcott (an eminent Divine of the 
laſt Century) very juſtly obſerved, that the World 
would never be rid of Popery, till Men, in their 
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religious Inquiries, made uſe of free Reaſon and f 
plain Scripture.—Thzs, indeed, is all that is re- q 
quiſite to ſuppreſs that Religion entirely: And 7 
bad this been duly regarded in England, we t 
ſhould not have heard ſuch loud Complaints of the f 
extraordinary Growth of Popery within theſe frue ] 
Tears. t 
Our Anceſtors thought they had ſufficiently pro- f 
vided for the Security of the Religion eſtabliſhed . 
at the Reformation, by decrecing Pains and Pe- 4 
nalties on Popiſh Miſſionaries, and impoſing dou- t 
ble Taxes on ſuch Subjects as ſhould make Pro- a 
feſFon of the Romiſh Religion : But however 4 
neceſſary ſuch Methods might appear to thoſe wwho 1 
firſ# deviſed them, Experience has ſince ſbeum, 
that they do not anſiber the End. Perſecution, of 
any Kind, has rather an Aptneſs to confirm Men N 
in their Errors, than to convince ibem they are 77 
miſtaken. It is true, that the generality of Pa- 8 
piſis in this Country cannot be looked upon as 7 
Friends to the Government; but ftill ſomething, A 
beides penal Laws, is wanted to prevent their 7 
Increaſe, and the Increaſe of Infidelity too, which h 
feems to by gaining ground in equal Meaſure with bt 
Popery, t 
| C 
Wo prevent the Growth of Superſtition and In- tt. 
fidelity, there needs no more to be done than be by 


perſuade 


1 

perſuade Mankind to read the Bible attentively, 
when arrived at Years of Diſcretion ; and not 
make them, as the Cuſtom now is, run through 
the whole in their Infancy, when they had rather 
be poring over the Hiſtory of Tom Thumb or 
Jack the Giant-Killer : And in order to render 
the Reading of the Scriptures more pleaſant and 
profitable, Divines ſhould ſet themſelves to the ex- 
plaining them in a more free, candid, and fami- 
liar Way than the Generality of them have yet 
done. The Prophecies, eſpecially, ought to be 
their chief Study, as they are the beſt Antidote 
againſt Popery and Deiſm, and the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dence, (the only Proof viſible in theſe latter Ages) 
that the Bible was wrote by Men inſpired of God. 
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That great Maſter of Reaſoning, Chilling- 
worth, recommended in particular the Study of 
the Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation of 
St. John, as the moſt effectual Way to baffie all 

' the Roman Church's Arguments for and Preten- 
ons to Infallibility: But very few, comparatively 
ſpeaking, have followed his Advice. Neverthe- 
leſs, enough has been wrote on the Subject, ſince 
bis Time, to ſatisfy any ſober, impartial Inquirer, 
that the Religion of Rome 7s not the Religion of 
Chriſt, and that there is a Time appointed for 
its Downfall. This has been clearly demonſtrated 
by Uſher, Mede, Whiſton and other deceaſed 


2 Divines, 


4 


_—_— 
F 
* — 8 7 - _— = 
Er 


1 
; " 
4s 
* 
45 
"I. 
« 
L 
4 
4 
- 
1 
* 
+ 
= 
. 
4 . 
s 7 
+#H 
RI 
«4 
ct 
: 
H't 
: : 
1. 
+ F* 
» - 
41 
: 


if 5 
(6) 

Divines, as alſo by the preſent Biſtop Clogher 
and Dr. Newton, Rector of St. Mary-le-Bow, 
whoſe Expoſitions of theſe and other Prophecies 
are excellent Preſervatives againſt Popery and 


Deiſm, 


Eis remarkable that the Apocalypſe is intro- 
duced with a Bleſſing, a ſpecial Bleſſing on all 
that give due Attention to it : Bleſſed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the Words of 
this Prophecy, and keep thoſe Things which 
are written therein; for the Time is at Hand. 
—The Time was indeed then at Hand; for that 
divine Book is an Epitome of the Hiſtory of the 
Church, from that Time to the general Confla- 


gration and the final Day of Judgment: And 
yet, notwithſtanding the promiſed Bleſſing, the 
Study of it has been as much neglected, as if 


Mankind had really no Intereſt in knowing what 
Parts of this Prophecy have already been fulfilled, 
what Parts are now fulfilling, and what is yet 
to come; whereas this very Knowledge would be 


the bet Safe guard againſt the Dreams of En- 


thufiaſts, and the Delufions of Impoſtors, in Times 
of great Calamity and general Deſolation, But, 
indeed, what would be a great Comfort to all who 


expeet or wiſh for a better State of Things, is a 


Predigious Damp to the Spirits of thoſe who like 


the World very well as it is, and would be very 


forry 


(7) 4 
ferry to ſee it reformed : And hence the bitter = 
Sarcaſm of a certain great Wit, That the Study 1: 
of the Apocalypſe either makes Men mad, or 


- 


leaves them fo. And tis perhaps for that very I 4 
reaſon that courtly Divines don't apply themſelves i 
to ſuch Studies, or, if they do, keep their Thoughts / | 
to themſelves, leſt they ſhould give Offence to ſelf- 45 
ſuffictent Politicians, aubo think by their own 1 a 
Schemes alone to keep the World in order. 177 
1 

Since Miracles have ceaſed, there is the greater 7 
need of applying to the Study of Prophecy, as this 0 


Foe 
_—_ 
— — 


ſupplies the Want of them, being itſelf a ſtand- 
ing Miracle in all Ages to the End of Time, or 
a miraculous Hiſtory, which evidences the di- 
vine Origin of the Scriptures, ſince none but the 
omniſcient Being can foretel! future Things: And 
the better this Hiſtory is expounded, by ſhewing 
what is paſt, what is actually fulfilling, and what 
we are yet to expect, the more Pleaſure, Ediſica- 
tion, and Comfort ſhall wwe receive from reading 94 
the Bible, and be enabled to filence effeftually all 4 
Scoffers and prophane Perſons; and at the fame 
Time be Proof againſt the Sophijtry and Artiſices 5 
F thoſe who go about in Sheeps Cloathing, but, 2 | 17 
like ravenous Wolves, only ſceł to prey upon Man- 7 
kind, puzzling their Brains and deluding them 
out of their Senſes, that they may the more readily 


come at their Purſe.— And thus much we have 
thoug hf 
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(8) 
thought expedient to prefix to the following Di. 
courſe, to excite the Reader to pry farther into 


ſome of the Prophecies quoted therein. The Au- 
thor has done bis Part; he has compaſſed what 


be intended ; and more than this ſhould not be 
expetted in any Work. 
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| THE 
FOLLY and DANGER 
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ENTHUSIASM. 


HE Wiſdom as well as Omni- 
potence of the Great Creator are 
viſible in all his Works. Whether 

we turn ourſelves to the Right Hand or to 
the Left, look we upwards or downwards, 
every Object on which our Senſes are em- 
ploy'd, manifeſts the Divinity of Him that 
made it. But when we extend our Views 
to the Heavens, and our Minds are occu- 
pied in contemplating the Divine Methods 
of governing the World, the due Equili- 


brium preſerved among the Elements, and 
B the 
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the various Operations of Nature regulated 
in ſuch a Manner, that perfect Beauty, 
Order, and Harmony reign through the 
Whole, we are wrapt up in Admiration and 
Aſtoniſhment, and are ready to cry out, 
How wonderful are thy Works, O Lord; in 
Wiſdom haſt thou made them all ! 


When we ſee the Sun riding in his 


Glory; and traverſing the immenſe Spaces 


of the Heavens, at almoſt an inconceivable 
Diſtance from us, yet diſpenſing an exhi- 
lerating and prolific Warmth through every 
Part of Nature, can we refrain from ad- 
miring and adoring that omnipotent Power 
that formed this glorious Body of Light 


and Heat, ſo beneficent to all his Creatures, 


and without whoſe renewed and vivifying 
Influences, with which the Earth is im- 
pregnated, this World would ſoon become 
a cold, deſolate and uninhabitable Deſart ? 
Nature herſelf would ficken and die, and 
all her beautiful Works and numerous Pro- 
geny wither and decay, ſhould this won- 
derful Globe of Fire ceaſe to communicate 


his 


( 11 ) 
his all-chearing Beams to this lower World. 
Who that contemplates this amazing Effect 
of divine Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 
who gave Being to ſuch an immenſe Body 


of Fire, endued it with ſuch beneficent 


Properties, and placed it in ſuch a Situation, 
that inſtead of injuring or deſtroying his 
other Works, it ſhould adminiſter Light, 
Life, Comfort and Happineſs to all his 
Creatures, through the whole Extent of 


the Univerſe, but muſt admire and adore 


the Hand that formed it ? 


Turn we our Eyes to the Moon, the 


bright Regent of the Night, who ſucceeds 
the Sun in the Empire of the Heavens, 


but array'd in Majeſty much milder, and. 


with a Glory much leſs fierce and violent, 
though equally agreeable to the Eye of the 
Beholder. Her various Changes point out 
the Meaſure of Times and Seaſons, and her 
pale and feeble Light ſufficiently ſupplies 
the Abſence of the Sun, at ſuch Times 
when Nature inclines to Reſt, and Men, 
fatigued with the Toil and Buſineſs of the 

B 2 Day, 
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(12) 
Day, are deſirous of recruiting their ex- 
hauſted Spirits, by the ſweet Refreſhment 
of Sleep. Many are the Benefits we re- 
ceive from this gentle Governeſs of the 
Night; and ſo benign are her Influences, 
and at the ſame Time ſo imperceptible, 
that though we are ſenſible of her friendly 
Offices, yet we ſcarce know in what Man- 
ner ſhe performs them, 


Behold we the Firmament glowing 
with innumerable Stars, glittering and 
ſparkling in a delightful Variety of Modes 
and Magnitudes, courfing the Heavens in 
a moſt regular and uninterrupted Order, 
performing their vaſt Circuit exactly at their 
appointed Times, without the leaſt Let or 
Hindrance by the interfering of their Orbs: 
who that beholds this magnificent Canopy, 
this Profuſion of noCturnal Splendors, but 
muſt adore the Wiſdom of the Architect, 
who has ſpread ſuch a glorious Scene over 


our Heads for our Delight and Wonder? 


As 
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As to Comets, though they are deemed 
erratic Bodies, that rove at large through 
the immenſe Space of ther, yet are their 
Ways appointed by their Supreme Director, 
who will never permit them to injure or 
deſtroy any of the reſt of his Works; as I 
ſhall endeavour to prove by and by. 


If we take a Survey of this terraqueous 
Globe, to which our corporeal Exiſtence is 
limited, we ſhall find enough to raiſe our 
Thoughts into an Admiration of the in- 
finite Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power of 
Him, who has built ſuch a commodious 
and comfortable Habitation for us. His 
Wiſdom and Power are eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed in forming ſuch a vaſt Globe of 
Matter, conſiſting of various Materials; 
and hanging it upon nothing, as it were ſelf- 
pois'd in the ambient Air, ſurrounded with 
the Heavens and all the glorious Furniture 
thereof, for the Pleaſure, Convenience and 
Admiration of its rational Inhabitants. 
Nor is his Goodneſs leſs conſpicuous in the 

Pro- 
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( 14 ) 
Proviſion he has made for the comfort- 
able Subſiſtence of all his Creatures. 


Should we employ our Meditations on 
the prodigious Variety of the animal and 
vegetable World, what an amazing Scene 
of Wonders would be opened to us? But 
this is too large a Field for me to expatiate 
in, and beyond my preſent Purpoſe. Let it 
ſuffice to ſay, that there is not a Blade of 
Graſs, a Stone in the Street, a Flower in 
the Garden, a Shrub in the Hedge, or a 
Tree in the Wood, but what is full of In- 
ſtruction, and will lead us gradually to 
Him who formed all Things for his own 
Glory and our Good. The innumerable 
Multitude of Animals that ſpread the 
Earth and fill the Waters, were moſt hap- 
pily intended for the Uſe, Pleaſure and 
Subſiſtence of Man; and while he conti- 
nued in Innocence, paid him their Homage 
and Obedience, and owned their Subjection 


to him as their Lord and Maſter. And 


though he forfeited his Sovereignty over 
them, yet ſtill the far greateſt Part of them 


are 
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are ſubſervient to his Will, and ſubmit to 
his Pleaſure or Uſe: an Inſtance of his 
unmerited Goodneſs to Man, who, though 
he had debaſed his Nature below the 
meaneſt of the Creatures, yet was per- 


mitted to maintain his Authority over 
them |! 


Let it further be obſerved, that nothing 
was created in vain ; every Thing, how 
inſignificant or noxious ſoever it may ap- 
pear to us, has its peculiar Uſe and Aſſign- 

ment in the Creation. It's true, the Wick- 
| edneſs of Man has brought many Evils 
| into the World, and among the reſt, an 
Enmity betwixt him and ſeveral Kinds of 
| Animals; and if they rebel againſt him, 
let him reflect how great a Rebel he him- 
| ſelf has been againſt his moſt benchcent 
Creator. Yet he ſhould be thankful, that 
| he has ſtill Sagacity and Strength enough 
left him to avoid or defend himſelf againſt 
| the Animoſity of ſavage or envenom'd 
Animals, 
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Of this we may affure ourſelves, that 
the God of Nature, who ſettled all Things 
in the wiſeſt Order, and aſſigned to every 
Being its proper Sphere of Action, will 
never ſuffer any one of them to encroach 
ſo far upon the Province of the other, as 
entirely to break down the Fences and Li- 
mits appointed to each of them. 'The Seca 
has its Bounds, which it cannot paſs ; the 
Earth has its diurnal and annual Rotation, 
which it conſtantly fulfils; the Sun and 
Meon have their certain Revolutions from 
which they never deviate; the Stars and 
Planets have their Riſings and Settings, ac- 
cording to their appointed Seaſons ; and 
even Comets, deemed the moſt erratic of 
all cœleſtial Bodies, have their regular 
Courſes, and come and go, as directed by 
the Hand of Him who formed them, 
There never was any Confuſion obſerved 
among the Heavenly Bodies; and though 
different in the Velocity of their Motions, 
as well as in the Courſes they take, yet 
were never ſeen to claſh or diſturh one ano- 


ther in fulfilling their ſeveral Appointments. 
If 


Q. we Sb . 


WE 

If theſe Facts are undeniable, what 
Ground or Foundation is there for thoſe 
Fears and Terrors that have been raiſed a- 
mong the People, that the Comet which is 
predicted to appear a Year or two hence, 
will produce thoſe fatal Effects, which 
Perſons of an enthuſiaſtic Turn, would 


deſtroy this World, and all that is in it, 


I do not ſay, that God never diſorders 
the Elements, or cauſes ſuch Commotions 
in one or other of them, ſo as to manifeſt 
his Anger for the crying Sins of ſome par- 
ticular Nation or Country: No; this would 
be to contradict the Teſtimony of all Ages, 
and our fad and late Experience, which 
has taught us, that he can, when he 
pleaſes, commiſſion the Earth itſelf to de- 
{troy its own Inhabitants, when they are 
deaf to all his other Admonitions. But 
this I affirm, that from the Beginning of 
the World, he never did, except once, 
permit any of the Elements to encroach ſo 
far upon the reſt, as to bring a univerſal 
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perſuade their Neighbours, muſt inevitably 
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Confuſion and Deſolation upon the Earth. 
At the General Deluge indeed, the Earth 
was loſt and abſorb'd in its own Abyſs, 
and all its Inhabitants drown'd, except 
thoſe that were preſerved in the Ark. The 
Almighty was pleaſed at that Time, for 
the Puniſhment of a depraved World, to 
confound two of the Elements, and mix 
them with each other ; but as ſoon as his 
Purpoſe was executed, he inſtantly recalled 
them to their primitive and ſeparate Stations, 
and bid them proceed in their uſual Courſes; 
promiſing that he would never deſtroy the 
Earth any more, for the Sins of Men, but 
that Sced-Time and Harveſt ſhould con- 
tinue to the End of the World, This 
brings me naturally to the intended Subject 
of my Diſcourſe ; namely, to prove, from 
Scripture and Reaſon, that the Comet with 
which we are threatened in the Year 1758, 
will not be attended with thoſe dreadful 
Conſequences with which ſome weak Men 
have terrified themſelves and others, 


What 


_ 
What occafioned me to fall into this 


Train of thinking, was the reading the two 
following Paragraphs in one of the Public 
Papers. 


Suppoſing the Earthquake which made 
* ſuch Havock at Liſbon, ſhould never tra- 
© yel ſo far as London, is there nothing elſe 
© which can reach us? What think you of 
a Comet? Are we abſolutely out of the 
© Reach of this? You cannot ſay we are 
* ſeeing theſe move in all Directions, and 
* through every Region of the Univerſe. 
© And would the Approach of one of theſe 
* amazing Spheres be of no Importance to 
us, eſpecially in its Return to the Sun? 
* When that immenſe Body is (according 
to Sir Iſaac Newton's Calculation) heated 
© two thouſand Times hotter than a red- 
* hot Cannon-ball. The late ingenious 
© and accurate Dr. Halley (never yet ſuſ- 
* peed of Enthuſiaſm) fixes the Return 
of the great Comet in the Year 1758; 
© and obſerves, that the laſt Time it re- 
* volved, it moved in the very ſame Line 
* which the Earth deſcribes in her annual 
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Courſe round the Sun, but the Earth was 
* then on the other Side of her Orbit; 
© whereas in this Revolution it will move 
not only in the ſame Line, but in the 
© ſame Part of that Line in which the 
Earth moves: and who can tell what the 
© Conſequence of ſuch a Contact may be? 


* Who can tell? Any Man of common 
© Underſtanding, who knows the firſt Ele- 
ments of Aſtronomy. The immediate 
© Conſequence of ſuch a Body of ſolid 
Fire touching the Earth muſt neceſſarily 
© be, that it will ſet the Earth on Fire, and 
burn it to a Coal, if it do not likewiſe 
ſtrike it out of its Courſe; in which 
Caſe (ſo far as we can judge) it muſt 
drop down directly into the Sun, But 
what if this vaſt Body 1s already on its 
« Way? If it is nearer than we are aware 
* of? What if theſe unuſual and unpre- 
* cedented Motions of the Waters be one 
Effect of its nearer Approach? We can- 
© not be certain that it will be viſible to 
© the Inhabitants of our Globe, till it has 
imbibed the Solar Fire. But poſſibly we 

may 
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© may ſee it ſooner than we deſire. Pro- 
© bably, it will be ſeen firſt, drawing 
« nearer and nearer, till it appears as ano- 
ther Moon, in Magnitude, though not 
in Colour, being of a deep fiery red; 
then ſcorching and burning up all the 
« Produce of the Earth, driving away all 
Clouds, and O cutting off the Hope or 
© Poſſibility of any Rain or Dew; drying 
© up every Fountain, Stream or River ; 
© cauſing all Faces to gather Blackneſs, 
© and all Mens Hearts to fail; then exe- 
* cuting its grand Commiſſion. on the Globe 
© itſelf, and cauſing the Stars to fall from 
© Heaven. O who may abide when this 
© is done! Who then will be able to 
© ſtand? 


The Sum of which is, that the Comet 
which is to appear in the Year 1758, or 
perhaps ſooner, will bring on the General 
Conflagration foretold in Scripture, deſtroy 
this Earth by Fire, melt the Elements, and 
put a final End to this vifible World, and 
conſequently that then will be the General 
Reſurrection and the Day of Judgment. 

; 90 


. 

So that, in direct Contradiction to our Sa- 
viour's Aſſertion, it has been in the Power 
of Man to foretel exactly the Time when 
this awful Event ſhall happen, if what is 
above predicted ſhould prove true. But as 
we have no Reaſon to call in Queſtion the 
Veracity of our bleſſed Lord, fo on the 
other Hand we ſhould be very cautious how 
we give into the fallible and precarious Sy- 
ſtems of any Man, how eminent ſoever he 
may be for his extenſive Knowledge in the 
Secrets of Providence, and the Methods 
obſerved by the Almighty in governing the 
World. We may here very aptly apply 
the Anſwer which Milton has put into the 
Mouth of Raphael, to ſolve ſome Diffi- 
culties which Adam had ſtarted concerning 
the Syſtem of the Univerſe, 


To aſk or ſearch I blame thee not, for Heaven 
1s as the Book of God before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learn 
His Seaſons, Hours, or Days, or Months, or Years : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the reſt 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 


Did 
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Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge 
His Secrets to be ſcann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or i they liſt to try 
Conjecture, be bis Fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their Diſputes, perhaps to move 
His Laughter at their quaint Opinions wide 
Hereafter, wwhen they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the Stars, how they will wield 
The mighty Frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To ſave Appearances, how gird the Sphere 
With Centric and Eccentric ſcribbled &er, 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb. 

B. viII. L. 66. 


But to come to the Point in Hand, name- 
ly to ſhew from Scripture, that the Comet 
which is ſhortly to appear will not occaſion 
the Conflagration which we read of in Holy 


Writ, is finally to conſume the World. 


Before that great Day comes, there are 
ſeyeral Prophecies in Scripture to be fulfill- 
ed which have not yet received their Com- 
pletion, And before theſe are fulfilled, 
and God has accompliſhed his great Defigns 
in the Advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom 
in the World, we may be aſſured he will 


not put a Period to the Courſe of Nature, 
or 
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or ſtop the various Operations of his Works, 
by which he effects the Purpoſes of his 
Will; for this would be to n his own 
Decrees. 


Among the Prophecies which are not yet 
fulfilled, is that which foretels the Extent 
of Cbriſts Kingdom. Dan. II. 34, 35, 44, 
45. The Stone cut out without Hands (by 
which all underſtand the Kingdomof Chriſi) 
ſhall become a great Mountain, and fill the 
whole Earth, and ſhall break in Pieces and 
conſume all other Kingdoms; that he ſhould 
have Dominion from Sea to Sea, and from 
the River to the End of the Earth; that all 
Kings ſhould fall down before him, and all 
Nations ſerve him; and that all the Ends of 
the Earth ſhould remember, and turn to the 
Lord, and all the Kindreds of the Earth 
worſhip before him, becauſe the Kingdom ſhall 
be the Lord's, and he ſhall govern the Nations, 
As this Prophecy has not been accom- 
pliſhed, we may conclude that before the 
Conſummation of all Things, the Banner of 
the Croſs will be more gloriouſly diſplayed 
than ever it has been, and that our great 


Re- 


(25 ) 

Redeemer will yet, acquire a more ſplendid 
and extenſive Triumph over all his Enemies, 
than he has obtained ſince his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven ; and that all the Powers of 
the Earth ſhall ſubmit to his Dominion. 


Some Expoſitors indeed, refer this Pro- 
phecy to Chriſt's coming in the Fleſh, and 
the Converſion of the World by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel. But if we conſider 
what a large Part of the World is ſtill in- 
volved in the Darkneſs of Heatheniſm and 
Idolatry, where the Light of the Goſpel 
never ſhone, or has been utterly extin- 
guiſhed ſince its firſt Plantation, we muſt 
neceſſarily conclude, that this Prophecy, 
as to its full Exent, ſtill remains unful- 


filled. 


The general Converſion of the Gentiles 
here alluded to, muſt a little precede that 
of the Jews. For thus we are to under- 
ſtand St. Paul, Rom. xi. 25, 26. For 1 
would not, Brethren, that you ſhould be ignorant 
of this Myſtery, that Blindneſs in Part is 
happened to Iſrael, until the” Fulneſs of the 
D Cen- 
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(26) 
Gentiles be come in, and fo all Iſrael ſhall be 
ſaved. 


That there will, before the End of the 
World, be a general Converſion of the 
Jews to the Chriſtian Faith, is plainly in- 
timated in ſeveral Texts of Scripture. And 
it ſeems as if Providence has preſerved them 
a diſtin& People from all the Nations of 
the World where they have been ſcatter'd, 

that at laſt, they and Chriſtians ſhall become 
one Fold under one Shepherd and Biſhop of 
their Souls. This is the Tenor of the Co- 
venant which God made with their Fore- 
fathers, in all thoſe Paſſages which promiſe 
them a happy Reſtoration and Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment in their own Land, together with a 
glorious State of Religion which ſhall then 

flouriſh among them. 


Thus Levit. xxvi. 44, 45. When they are 
in the Land of their Enemies, I will not caſt 
them away, neither will J abhor them, to do- 
ftroy them utterly, and to break my Covenant 
with them; for I am the Lord their God. 
Again, 1/a. Ixix. 20. There ſhall come out of 

| Zion 
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Zion a Deliverer, and ſhall turn away Ungod- 
lineſs from Jacob. Alſo, Iſa. xi. 1 1, 12, 20. 
The Lord ſhall ſet his Hand a ſecond Time to 
recover the Remnant of his People, and ſhall 
aſſemble the Outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather to- 
gether the Diſperſed of Judah, from the four 
Corners of the Earth. In that Day there ſhall 
be a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall Rand for an 
Enfign to the People; to it ſhall the Gentiles 
feek, and his Reſt ſhall be glorious. To which 
we may add, that of St. Paul, Rom. xi. 12. 
For if the Fall of the Jews be the Riches of 
the World, and the diminiſhing them be the 
Riches of the Gentiles, how much more their 
Fulneſs ? 


Now, though ſome of theſe Texts in the 
Old Teſtament have been explained to fig- 
nify the Return of the Jews from their 
Captivity in Babylon to their own Land; 
and that thoſe in the New relate to the 
Converſion of many of them, at the firſt 
Publication of the Goſpel, yet it muſt be 
acknowledged there are others which can- 
not be reſtrained to either of theſe Events, 
And ſome of the Texts above quoted have 
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too extenſive Meaning to bear ſo confined 
an Interpretation, 


If we likewiſe confider the Manner in 
which the Scriptures declare this national 
Converſion of the Jews is to be effected, 
it ſhews that this great Event is yet in Ex- 

pectation. The Apoſtle to the Gentiles tells 
us, Rom. xi. 11. that by their Fall (or Re- 
jection) Salvation is come wnto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to Fealouſy ; that is, the 
general Reception of the Chriſtian Faith 
throughout the World, ſhall inſpire them 
with an Inquiſitiveneſs into the Grounds 
of that Faith which their Forefathers fo 
obſtinately rejected, and induce them to 
ſearch the Scriptures with Diligence and 
Attention, to examine the Prophecies which 
deſcribe the Actions, Offices and Kingdom 
of the Meſſiah ; and upon finding them 
exactly to correſpond with the Perſon, 
Doctrines, Works, and the Hiſtory given 
of our Saviour Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
ment, they will be convinced of their Er- 
rors, embrace the Religion of Jeſus, and 
he aſham'd, that the Gentiles who are not 
of 
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of the Seed of Abrabam, to whoſe Truſt the 
ſacred Records were committed, ſhould 


underſtand thoſe Records better than them- 
ſelyes. 


Their n being thus en- 
lightened and their Hearts enlarged to re- 


ceive the Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 


they will renounce their Infidelity, and with 
one Conſent join themſelves to the Church 
of Chriſt, who, as he ſpeaks by the Prophet 
Zechariah, Chap. xii. 10. will pour upon 
the Houſe of David, and upon the Inhahitants 
of Jeruſalem, a Spirit of Grace, and of Sup- 
plication ; and they ſhall look upon me, whoin 
they have pierced, and mourn as one mourneth 
for his only Son. That is, they ſhall deplore 
and execrate the Wickedneſs of their Fore + 
fathers, for crucifying the Lord of Life, 
and be afflicted and griev'd, that they them- 
ſelves ſhould be guilty of the ſame horrible 
Cruelty of their High Prieſts and Rulers, by 
eins their wicked and r Deed. 


Another Prophecy which is not yet ful- 
fill'd, but undoubtedly will, before the ſe- 
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eond coming of Chriſt, we find in 1/2. xi. 
6. 'The Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard lie down with the Kid; and th: 
Calf, and the young Lion, and the Fatling to- 
gether, and a little Child ſhall lead them, &c, 
And this ſhall be the happy State of the 
Church, after the Converſion of the Jeu, 
when an univerſal Harmony ſhall reign 
throughout the Chriſtian World (which will 
then be all Chriſtians) and even the fierceſt 
and moſt noxious Animals ſhall forget their 
natural Ferocity, and make themſelves Com- 
panions with thoſe that uſed to be the Ob- 
ject of their Prey, 


© Tam very ſenſible, ſays Edwards, in his 
Survey of Religion, Vol. II. that theſc 
Words are, by moſt Commentators, un- 
* deritood of that inward Change, which 
_ © ſhall be made in Men's Minds and Hearts, 
by the powerful Influence of the Goſpel 
BgBut I ſee not much Foundation for ſuch an 
Interpretation; nor is there any Reaſon 
* to fly to a metaphorical Senſe of a Text, 
when it appears there is a literal one. 
The Prophet here gives us an account of 

« the 
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the peaceable Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
* ſhould happen in the Cloſe of the World, 


and (among other Things) he tells us, 


© that this is a Part of it, viz. That there 
© ſhall be a Change in the very Nature and 
Quality of brute Animals; that the Wolf, 
© the Leopard, the Lion, the Bear, the 
« Serpent, the Adder, Creatures remarkable 
© for their Fierceneſs, ſhould become as 
© tame as Lambs, Kids, or Calves ; ſhould 
* he down, and dwell, and feed together; 
© neither prey upon one another, nor do 
© any hurt to Men. Nothing could be ſaid 
more plainly, to expreſs the great Bleſ- 
ſing and Privilege of theſe laſt Days, hen 
© the Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of 


© the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea; 


© which being the very next Words, do 
© manifeſtly ſhew what Period of Time 
© they relate to. 


And this glorious State of Religion, and 
the Happineſs of its Profeſſors, will be in- 
creaſed, tho' we cannot tell in what Manner, 
by the Reſidence of his own Divine Preſence 
among them. Thus Sf. Jh in his Apo- 


calyſe, 
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calypſe, Chap. xxi. 3. I heard a great Voice 
from Heaven, ſaying, behold the Tabernacle of 
God is with Men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they ſhall be his People, and God. himſelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God. What 
Time God in his ſecret Counſels has ap- 
pointed for this glorious and happy Condi- 
tion of the Church, he has been pleaſed to 
conceal from us ; we only know that this 
bright Period is not yet arrived, but are per- 
ſuaded it will in due Time appear, ſo ſoon 
as his great and gracious Purpoſes ſhall in 
the Courſe of his Providence be accom- 
pliſhed. 


But the Reſtoration of the Jews to their 
own Land, and their Converſion to the 
Chriſtian Faith, is a Matter of ſuch Impor- 
tance to the Point in Hand, that it ſeems 
neceſſary to enlarge upon it a little farther, 
For this Purpoſe I muſt again have Recourſe 
to Rom. xi. a Chapter wherein, as Mr. Lec 
obſerves, the Apoſtle undertakes to ſhew the 
future State of the Jews and Gentiles, in re- 
7 ſpect of Chriſtianity, vig. That tho' the 
W- - Nation of the Jews were for their Unbelief 
4p 2 re- 
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rejected, and the Gentiles taken in their 
Room to be the People of God, yet there 
was a few of the eus that believed in Chriſt; 
and ſo a ſmall Remnant of them continued 
to be God's People, being incorporated with 
the converted Gentiles into the Chriſtian 
Church. But then ſhall the whole Nation 
of them, when the Fulneſs of the Gentiles 
is come 1n, be converted to the Goſpel, and 
again be reſtored to be the People of God. 


Here I muſt beg Leave to recite ſome 
Verſes of this Chapter, together with Mr. 
Leck's Paraphraſe and Explanation of them, 
in order to ſhew, that this great Reaſoner 
was of the ſame Opinion of St. Paul, that 
there ſhall be a general Converſion and Re- 
ſtoration of the Jes in the latter Day. 

Ver. 11. Now if the Fall of them be the 
Riches of the World, and the Diminiſhing of 
them the Riches of the Gentiles ; how much 
more their Fulneſs ? Thus paraphras d: Now 
if the Fall of the Jews hath been to the en- 
riching the Reſt of the World, and their 
Damage an Advantage to the Gentiles, by 


letting them into the Church, how much 
E more 


(34) 
more ſhall their Completion be ſo, when 
their whole Nation ſhall be reſtored ? 

Ver. 15, 16. For if the caſting away of 
them be the reconciling of the World ; what 
ſhall the receiving of them be, but Life from the 
Dead ? For if the Firſt-fruit be holy, the 
Lump is alſo holy : And if the Root be bol), 
fo are the Branches. Paraphraſed, For if 
the caſting them off be a Means of recon- 
ciling the World, what ſhall their Reſto- 
ration be, when they are taken again into 
Favour, but as it were Life from the Dead, 
which is to all Mankind of all Nations ? For 
if the Firſt-fruits be holy and accepted, the 
whole Product of the Year is holy, and will 
be accepted. 


Theſe Alluſions, the F:rft-fruits and the 
Root, which the Apoſtle makes uſe of here, 
is to ſhew that the Patriarch, the Root of 
the Jetviſb Nation, being accepted of God; 
and the few Jewi/h Converts, which at firſt 
enter'd into the Chriftian Church, being alſo 
accepted by God, are as it were Fir/t-fruits 
or Pledges, that God will, in due Time, ad- 
mit the whole Nation of the Jes into his vi- 
fible Church, to be his peculiar People again. 
Yer 


(35) 
Ver. 23, 24; 25, 26. And they alſo, if 
they abide not fiill in Unbelief, ſhall be graffed 
in: For God is able to engraff them in. Foy 
if they were cut out of the Olive Tree which is 
wild by Nature, and were graffed contrary to 
Nature into a good Olive Tree ; how much more 
ſhall they which be the natural Branches, be 
graffed imo their own Olive Tree? For I 
would not, Brethren, that ye ſhould be ignorant 
of this Myſtery (left ye ſhould be wiſe in your 
own Conceit ) that Blindneſsis in Part happened 
to Iſrael, until the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. Pa- 
raphraſed. And the Jews alſo, if they 
continue not in Unbelief, ſhall be again 
grafted into the Stock of Abrabam, and be 
re-eſtabliſhed the People of God. For how- 


ever they are now ſcattered, and under Sub-- 


jection to Strangers, God is able to collect 
them again into one Body, make them his 
People, and ſet them in a flouriſhing Con- 
dition in their own Land. For if you who 
are Heathens by Birth, and not of the pro- 


miſed Seed, were, when you had neither 


Claim nor Inclination to it, brought into the 
Church, and made the People of God; how 
much more ſhall thoſe who are the Poſte- 
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rity and Deſcendants of him to whom the 
Promiſe was made, be reſtored to the State 
which the Promiſe veſted in that Family? 
For to prevent your being conceited of your. 
ſelves, my Brethren, let me make known 
toyou, which has been yet undiſcovered to 


the World, vig. That the Blindneſs which 


has fallen upon Part of J/rae/ ſhall remain 
upon them but till the Time be come 
wherein the whole Genti/e World ſhall enter 
into the Chriſtian Church, and make Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity. And fo all If 
ſhall be converted to the Chriſtian Faith, 
and the whole Nation become the Peoplc 
of God. 

This grafting in again, Ver. 23. ſeems 
to import, that the Jews ſhall be a flouriſh- 
ing Nation again, profeſſing Chriſtianity in 
the Land of Promiſe, for that is to be re- 
inſtated again in the Promiſe made to Abra- 
ham, Jſaac, and Jacob. This St. Paul, for 
good Reaſons, might be with-held from 
ſpeaking out here: But in the Prophets there 
are very plain Intimations of it. 

The Fulneſs of the Jews, Ver. 12. is the 
whole Body of the Jews profeſſing Chriſtia- 
nity; and therefore here the Fulneſs of th: 


2 Gentiles, 


—— ov — 7 — * 1 3 1 


(37) 
Gentiles, Ver. 25, muſt be the whole Body 
of the Gentiles profeſſing Chriſtianity. 
And this, ver. 15 ſeems to teach. For 
the Reſurrection 1s of all. 

Shall be Javed, ver. 26. It is plain that 
the Salvation that St. Paul in this Diſcourſe 
concerning the Nation of the Jews, and 
the Gentile World in groſs, ſpeaks of, is 
not eternal Happineſs in Heaven, but he 
means by it the Profeſſion of the true Re- 
ligion here on Earth. Whether it be that 
this is as far as Corporations or Bodies po- 
litick can go, towards the Attainment of 
eternal Salvation, I will not enquire ; but 
it is evident, that being ſaved, is uſed by 
the Apoſtle here in this Senſe. That all 
the Few:/h Nation may become the People 
of God again, by taking up the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion may be eafily conceived ; but 
that every Perſon of ſuch a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, ſhall attain eternal Salvation in Hea- 


ven, I think no Body cap imagine to be 
here intended, Thus far Mr. Locke. 


Here then we ſee the Call and Conver- 
ſion of the Jews not only foretold, but the 


Manner in which it ſhall be effected, and 
the 
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the Reaſons of God's deferring it ſo long, 
Can it be doubted then, that the Womb of 
Providence is ſtill pregnant with ſuch a 
wonderful Burthen, and that it will in due 
Time be brought to its Birth, and happily 
delivered? For my own Part, I am per- 
fectly perſuaded of its Certainty, and my 
Belief is founded on the Promiſes of God, 
delivered by his holy Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles. And whatever Improbability there 
may now appear, of ſuch a remarkable 
Event, from the preſent Face of Affairs in 
the World, yet I have ſuch a firm Con- 
fidence in the Word of Him who cannot 


te, and to whoſe Omnipotence nothing is 


too hard or ſuperior, that he will in his own 
good Time bring it to pals. 


Two grand Events therefore, as is evi- 
dent from Scripture, are to be expected 
before the Conſummation of all Things, 
namely, the univerſal Prevalence of the 
Goſpel over Paganiſm, Mahometiſm, and 
all other falſe Religions throughout the 
World, when the Kingdoms of the Earth 


Jhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and 
F his Chriſt; and the national Converſion 


of 
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of the Jews to the Chriſtian Faith. And 
though theſe two glorious Scenes have not 
been yet exhibited, that is no Reaſon that 
God will not bring them upon the Stage 
before the final Concluſion of all Things. 
As all the Prophecies concerning the Meſ- 
ſiah were eminently fulfilled in the Perſon 
of Chriſt, we have as good Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that thoſe Prophecies which foretell 
the Converſion of the Jews, and the glo- 
rious State of the Chriſtian Church in the 
latter Days, ſhall be equally accompliſhed. 


If theſe Things are undeniably ſo, can 


it enter into the Thoughts or Belief of any 
rational Man, at leaſt of one who 1s per- 
ſuaded that the Scriptures were dictated by: 
the Spirit of God, that he will permit this 
great Machine of his Providence, the 
World, to be deſtroyed or overturned by a 
Comet before all his ſecret Decrees and Pur- 
poſes are executed? Tis true, God can, if 


he pleaſes, perform theſe glorious Things 


we have been ſpeaking of, in as ſhort a 
Space as he took to form this beautiful 
World out of a confuſed Chaos: But we 
have abundant Reaſon to believe, that a 


much 
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( 49 ) 
much longer 'Time than a Year or two, will 
be taken up in diſſipating thoſe falſe Reli- 
gions which now overſpread the far greateſt 
Part of the World, and in planting the 
Goſpel of Jeſus in their Room; and we 
may likewiſe reaſonably ſuppoſe that the 


Converſion of the Jews, and their Reſto- 


ration to their own Land, will not be ef- 
feed in an Inſtant. 


That this glorious Scene has not yet 
been opened, we may learn from Rev. xxii. 
I, Cc. I ſaw an Angel come down from Hea- 
ven, having the Key of the bottomleſs Pit, and 
a great Chain in his Hand, and he laid hold on 
the Dragon, that old Serpent, which is the 
Devil, and bound him a thouſand Years, and 
caſt him into the bottomleſs Pit, and ſhut hin 
up, and ſet a Seal upon him, that he fhould 
not deceive the Nations any more, till the thou- 
fand Years ſhould be fulfilled, I ſaw the Soul. 
of them that were beheaded for the Witneſs of 
Jeſus, and for the Word of God—and they 
lived with Chriſt a thouſand Years. Bleſſed 
and holy is be, that hath Part in the firſt Ro- 
ferrettion ; on ſuch the ſecond Death fhall hav? 
no Power ; but they ſhall be Prieſts of God 


and 


(41) 

and of Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a 
thouſand Years. Now I ſhould be glad to 
know why this preciſe and determinate 


Number of à thowſand Years, ſhould be ſo 
often repeated, as well here as in other 


Places of Scripture, unleſs it were to aſſure 
us, that this happy and glorious State was 
to continue for ſuch a Term: and as we 
are certain that this bleſſed Period is not 
alrcady paſt, ſo, whenever it begins, there 


is as little Doubt that it will laſt a 7houſand 


Tears. 


But I am aware, that this Paſſage in the 
Apocalypſe has been interpreted by many 
learned Men to fignify the Millennium, or 
perſonal Reign of Chr:/? and his Saints upon 
Earth, for a thouſand Years, ſome Time 
before the End of the World. To confute 
this Opinion, I ſhall only quote one Text 
of Scripture, namely, As iii. 21. where 
it is ſaid, the Heavens muſt receive him untill 
the Times of the Reſtitution of all Things, 
i. e. to the Day of Judgment, and of the 
general Reſurrection. As to the Incon- 
ſiſtencies and Abſurdities which the Main- 
tainers of this Doctrine are charged with, 
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1 refer the Reader to Stackbouſe's Body of 
Divinity, p. 599, and ſhall conclude this 
Head — that ingenious Author's Notion 
of Cbriſt's perſonal Reign upon Earth; 
which is this—* That though Chriſtians, 
© in preceding Ages, were cruelly and inhu- 
* manly treated by their mercileſs Perſecu- 
* tors; though Chriſt's Kingdom, in thoſe 
Times, laboured under great and unſpeak- 
© able Miſeries; yet, upon the Entrance of 
the joyful Milennium (for there ſhall be, on 
Earth, ſuch a Milennium, though not of 
that Nature, which antient or modern Chi- 
© liafts affert)allthofe troubleſome and afflic- 
tive Things ſhall ceaſe; the Faithful ſhall 
be put into Poſſeſſion of an undiſturbed 
© Repoſe and Serenity; the Chriſtian 
© Church, after ſore Troubles and Morti- 
* fications, ſhall revzve; fhall as it were, 
* riſe out of its Grave; and (as our excel- 
ent Hammond paraphraſes on the Place) 
there ſhall be ſuch an univerſal Profeflion 
of Chriſtianity, as if all the departed 
good Chriſtians were alive again, and 
* come upon the Stage of this World once 
more; for it is no uncommon Thing in 
12 „ to repreſent the Reſtoration of 
; * the 


{ 43 ) | 
the Church, and her Return from a low 
« afflicted State, under the Metaphor of a 
Reſurrection from the Dead; for fo, ſpeak - 
ing of the Jewiſb Nation, 1 will open 
« your Eyes, ſays God, and cauſe you to come 
* out of your Graves and bring you into the 
Land of Vrael. Ezek, xxxvii. 13, 14. 


— 


Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking of the laſt 
Day, or Day of judgment, ſays, Matt. 
xiii. 32. But of that Day and that Hour 
knoweth no Man, no not the Angels which 
are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa- 
ther only. Shall then frail, ſhiort- ſighted 
Man, whoſe Underſtanding is puzzled to 
account for the common Operations of 
Nature, preſume to penetrate into the deep 
Counſels of the Almighty, thoſe Arcana 
which he has reſerved tn his own Boſom, 
and has not communicated even to his An- 
gels, no, nor to the Son himſelf, conſi- 
dered as the Meſſias, the Servant or Meſ- 
ſenger of the Father, though undoubtedly 
as the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity, 
he knew the Time. Shall vain Man, by 
Syſtems and Hypotheſes of his own In- 
vention, preſumptuouſly calculate the Time, 

F 2 when, 


— 
a 1 "I Paw « WE 
— 2 4 

"pr An 2 3 


* — 1 -. - & — 
S 


”m 
a ro 


- wil. M6. 
_ — - 


— 


-—- 


— 


(44) 

when, or the Means by which, the grand 
Cataſtrophe of the World ſhall be exe- 
cuted ? The Tews have a Tradition, which 
is followed by ſome of the antient Fathers, 
that the World ſhall laſt 6000 Years, 1. e. 
2000 before. the Law, 2000 under the 
Law, and 2000 under the Meſſiah. But 
where will they begin their firſt Epoch ? 
For the Septuagint carry the Beginning of 
the World 1300 Years higher than is aſ- 
ſigned by the Hebrew Copies, What Rule 
will they fix then to regulate their Compu- 
tation by? Are we not ſtill in the Dark, 
and left to uncertain and doubtful Conjec- 
tures? Which made Mr. Mede, a great 
Enquirer into this Period, to propoſe it as 
a Matter worthy the Conſideration of the 
pious Chriſtian, * Whether, with all due 
* Reverence to the Divine 'Writ, there 
* may not be ſome ſecret Diſpoſition of 
* Divine Providence, in this Variety of 
Computation, to prevent our Curioſity, 
in counting the exact Time of the Day 
of Judgment, and ſecond Appearing of 
* Chriſt; and that, as the ambitious Tower 
* of Babel was hindred by the Confuſion 
of Languages, fo whether our Curioſity, 

in 
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« in this Particular, be not by alike Provi- 


« dence prevented, by ſuch a Diverſity of 


c Computations oF 


Upon the whole of what has been al- 
ready offer'd, we may fairly conclude, that 
as thoſe two glorious Periods, the univerſal 
Prevalence of the Goſpel over the whole 
Face of the Earth, and the national Conver- 
fion of the Jews, have been prophecied in 
Scripture, they will certainly happen before 
the End of the World, tho' we are left ig- 
norant of the Time when: and as the Day of 
Judgment, which will be ſubſequent thereto 
can never be preciſely aſcertained, vain and 
fallacious are all the Schemes and Inventions 
of the moſt penetrating Wit, or the deepeſt 


Skill in Aſtronomy, to diſcover by the Mo- - 


tions or ſtated Revolutions in any of the hea- 
venly Bodies, thoſe Divine Secrets which 
are wrapt up in the Womb of Providence. 


I come now to thoſe Reaſons which in- 
duce me to believe, that the World will 
not be deſtroy'd or burnt up by a Comet in 
the Year 1758. 


My 


5 646 
My firſt Reaſon is, that the All-wite 
Creator of the Univerſe ſtation d every Body 
as it was form'd, in that particular Sphere 
in which it was always to act, and from 
which it has never deviated without a ſpecial 
Commiſion from Himſelf, and for ſome 
great End of Providence that was to be 
ſerv'd by it. Thus Fire was directed to de- 
ſtroy the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrab, for 
the Wickedneſs of their Inhabitants : The 
Waters were ſummon'd from all Parts of 
the Univerſe to drown a World become 
odious in the Sight of God for the Abomi- 
nations of thoſe that dwelt therein: The Sun 
and Moon were ſtopt in their Courſe for the 
Space of a Day, to give Toſhua Time to com- 
plete his Victory over the Enemies of 1/rae!. 
The Air is ſo neceflary both to human and 
animal Life, that not a Creature could draw 
a Breath without it; yet when God is pleaſed 
to puniſh a People for their notorious Of- 
fences, he gives Commiſſion to Plague and 
Peſtilence, which fill it with noxious and 
poiſonous Vapours, which deſtroy Multi- 
tudes in an Inſtant. The Earth, which at- 
fords ſo many Bleſſings to Mankind, how 
often are its Bowels torn with Convulſions, 


which 


(47) 

which lay Cities level with the Ground and 
tare up Mountains by the Roots ? None of 
theſe terrible Operations, which happen 
out of the ordinary Courſe of Nature, but 
what has its peculiar Commiſſion, either to 
warn or puniſh a degenerate People ; and 
when it has done its Work it ceaſes at once. 
None ever yet was ſo extenſively baneful as 
to affect the celeſtial Orbs. But it ſeems this 
Comet, whoſe near Approach 1s foretold, 
will not only burn up this Earth to a Cinder, 
but cauſe a prodigious Confuſion in the up- 
per Regions, joſtle the Stars out of their 
Spheres, and cauſe an univerſal Wreck both 
in Heaven and Earth. What wild Imagi- 
nations are theſe ? How inconfiſtent with 
that Order and Occonomy which God eſtab- 
liſhed thro” all his Works? and which he 
will never break thro' till the final Conſum- 
mation of all Things. 


Another Argument to ptove that this 
Comet will not produce thoſe direful Ef- 
fects which are prognoſticated of it, is, that 
tho from the Beginning of the World there 
have been a great Number of Comets mov- 
ing thro' the Celeſtial Regions, in all Direc- 

tions. 
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tions, yet it never occur'd to Obſervation, 
that any of them ever claſh'd with or diſ- 
turb'd one another in their Courſes, or gave 
the leaſt Interruption to any of the Planetary 
Bodies, much leſs did they ever hurt by 
their Malignancy this Terreſtrial Globe, 
Me have therefore all imaginable Reaſon to 
believe, that the approaching Comet will 
not be attended with worſe Conſequences 
than any that have yet appear'd, even tho 
Dr. Halley himſelf ſhould affirm it; which 
he has not done : For all his Reaſonings 
upon this Subject are merely conjectural, 
founded upon Schemes, the Truth of which 
it was impoſſible for him to demonſtrate, 
and therefore might be erroneous. For, it 
I miſtake not, the far greater Part of the 
Science of Aſtronomy is hypothetical, and 
therefore not concluſive : For thoſe radiant 
Orbs above are at too great a Diſtance from 
the human Eye, and the Laws of their Mo- 
tions and Evolutions too involy'd and intri- 
cate, to be ſubject to the Scrutiny of the 
molt refined Art. And tis farther obſerv- 
able, that tho Sir Iſaac Newton allows the 
Juſtneſs of Dr. Halley's Rules in calculating 
the periodical Returns of Comets, yet ſays 
not 
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not a Word of thoſe fatal Effects, either in 
the upper or lower Regions, which the 
Doctor ſeems to aſcribe to them; and there- 


fore it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that he was 


not of his Opinion. 


But farther : Dr. Halley has been greatly 
miſtaken by thoſe who, upon his Autho- 
rity, aſcribe ſuch fatal Effects to the Comet 
in 1758. The Comet which the Doctor ap- 
prehends may fo ſenſibly affect the Earth, 
performs its Revolutions in 575 Years; four 
Revolutions of which he has mention'd; the 
Arſt in the 44th Year before the Birth of 
Chriſt, at the Murder of Julius Cæſar, 
and the laſt in 1680, and will not appear 
again till 575 Year from that Period, which 

will not fall out till the year 2255. The 
other Comet, whoſe periodical Returns he 

has likewiſe calculated, appear'd in 1682, 
and performs its Reyolutions in 75 Years, 
is that which will be ſeen again in 1758. 
And Mr. Wilcebell has ſhewn, in the Supple- 
ment to the Gentleman's Magazine, p. 584, 
that if the Comet ſhould paſs the Plane of 
the Ecliptic at the very Time the Earth is 


in che Point che neareſt to it poſſible, it 
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Gould be diſtant from it South ward no leſs 
than four Millions of Miles. , 


In the Year 1735, a Report . 
that Mr. Whiſton had foretold, that the 
Comet, which was to appear the next Vear, 
would deſtray the World. Mr. Whi/ton 
thought ſuch Report of ſo ill a Tendency, 
that he publiſh'd a Paragraph in the Dazly 
Poſt Boy to contradict it ; as he likewiſe did 
in a Paper call'd the Weekly Oracle; in which 
he acquaints the Publick, that the late Re- 
port of his foretelling a Comet to appear in 
the Year 1736, that ſhould deſtroy or hurt 
the Earth, is entirely groundleſs ; nor did 
he know of the Coming of any Comet be- 
fore the Year 1758, which yet would no 
way hurt our Earth, 


Comets, ſays Mr. Mhiſton in his Theory, 
are Species of Planets, or Bodies revolving 
about the Sun, and moving in one of the 
Conic Sections ( which in all Probability, 
is an Ellipfis) whoſe Motions and (if they 
have Elliptic Orbits) whoſe periodical Times 
are as conſtant, certain, and regular, as 
thoſe of the Planets, tho' till very lately, 


generally 1 unknown to the World. 
Sir 
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Sir Iſaac Newton has proy'd, that the 
Comets in their Motions deſcrib'd one of 
the Conic Sections, and were retain'd in 
their Orbits, as well as the Planets were, by 
the ſole Principle of Gravity ; and that they, 
as alſo all the Planets, both primary and ſe- 
condary, deſcribed Orbits by their Motions 
proportional to the Times, their Periods 
and Diſtances being in ſeſquiplicate Ratio to 
each other; that is, the Square of their pe- 


riodical Times are as the Cubes of their Di- 


ſtances. 


Since then the Motion, and Courſe of 
Comets, and thoſe of the Planets, are go- 
vern'd by the ſame Principle, Gravity; we 
may readily believe, that the former will 
not, any more than the latter, ever wander 
from their Spheres; or, by any Irregularities 
in their Motions, cauſe Confuſion in the pla- 
netary Syſtem ; or occaſion any Concuſſion 
or Claſhing among thoſe celeſtial Bodies, 
All are under the Direction of an All- wiſe 
Providence. 


From the whole then, I think it may be 
juſtly inferr'd, that as there are ſome Pro- 
phecies in Scripture of great Importance, 
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Which Have not yet teceiv'd their Comple- 
tion, and as it is impoſſible for the Garpeſ 
Wit to pehetrate the deep Counſels of the 
Almighty, or for the moſt refined Under- 
ſtanding to compaſs thoſe Secrets which the 
Deity has thought fit to conceal from us, 
why "ould we Endeavour to be wiſe above 
what is written ? Let us temember that fe- 
cret Things belong to God; and that howevet 
wiſe, however learn'd, and however ſkill'd 

we may fancy ourſelves in the Book of the 
Heavens and Science of the Stars, yet we are 
ſtill in Ignorance, and all our boaſted Know- 
ledge comes to this, that we know nothing; 
nothing, comparatively, even of thoſe innu- 
merable Objects which are ſubje& to our 
immediate Enquiry, in the vaſt Syſtem of 
Nature. We admire the variegated Co- 
lours in a Tulip, but let the acuteſt Philo- 
ſopher demonſtrate, if he can, by what 
Means it is ſo finely beautified. Let him 
ſhew us by what Chemiſtry the cold Juices 
of the Earth are fermented into the deli- 
cious Liquor of the Grape? Or from whence 
the Roſe and the Lilly have their delightful 
Hue and Fragrance? Whence the Graſs has 
its Verdure, and the Balm its precious healing 


Virtue? 
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Virtue? If theſe Things, which are the com- 
mon Objects of our Senſes, tranſcend our 
deepeſt Reſearches to underſtand or compre- 
hend; how much leſs is it poſſible for 
the human Intellects to traverſe the un- 
fathomable Depths of Providence, or to 
tell the Laws by which thoſe glorious 
Luminaries, which are continually rolling 
their ſhining Orbs through thoſe azure 
Fields, are governed and directed? Aſtro- 
nomers indeed, from their Obſervations, in- 
form us of the Courſes of the Planets, 
their Conjunctions and Oppoſitions, and 
| their ſtated Revolutions. But when we en- 
| quire, by what Means ſuch an innumerable 
Multitude of glorious Bodies, of ſo vaſt a 
Bulk, perform their reſpective Journeys 
with ſuch an exact Regularity, without the 
leaſt Interruption or Diſorder among them; 
What have we in Anſwer, but wild Con- 
jiectures, and extravagant Fancies? Hence 
that Variety of Syſtems with which the 
Learned have amuſed the World. Every 
Age pretends to improve upon, or pull 
down the Structures erected with much 
Labour by the preceding. From the Time 


of the Chaldees, who were the firſt Aſtro- 


nomers, 
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nomers, Syſtems have been multiplying, 
to ſettle the Laws of Motion among the 
Heavenly Bodies : every Syſtem varies from 
what the other had laid down as infallible. 
And after all, what is the Conſequence * 
Why, our Minds are ſo perplexed and con- 
fuſed with a Huddle of oppoſite Notions 
and Ideas, that we know not where to fix 
the Center of Truth, All their Schemes 
are built upon Hypotheſes, 7, e. Conjec- 
tures, and may be true or falſe ; but have 
little Certainty that may be depended upon. 


ls it not then the higheſt Preſumption to 
aſſume. the Liberty of foretelling the moſt 
important Events from ſuch fallible Rules? 
Futurity is a Region enveloped with ſuch 
_ Darkneſs and Obſcurity, that a Traveller 
no ſooner enters upon it, but he is loſt and 
bewilder'd in an inexplicable Labyrinth, 
in which he will find no Guide or Beacon 


d direct his wandering Steps. The Stars 


and Planets, which he took for his Pilots, 
will certainly fail him; for, as they are 
not intelligent Beings themſelves, and all 
their Motions and Revolutions impoſed 
upon them, it is out of their Power to in- 

| ſtruct 
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ſtruct rational Creatures in the Knowledge 
of Things of which they themſelves are 
wholly ignorant. 


Tf this be ſo, will ſome ſay, then all our 
celeſtial Speculations are of no Uſe ; our 
ſtudying the fair and voluminous Book of 
the Heavens of no Advantage; and we 
have nothing to do but to confine our 
Views to the Occurrences of Life, heap up 
Riches, and make ourſelves as happy as we 
can with the Delights, Products, and Con- 


veniences which this Earth affords us. No 


fuch Matter, my Friends: we have Souls 
of an immortal Nature, a-kin even to the 
Deity himſelf. With what Eaſe do they 
travel over the incomprehenſible Spaces of 
Immenſity ? How, in a Moment, do they 
ſcale the Heaven of Heavens, and enter 
even into the Holy of Holies? With what 
Quickneſs do they circulate the Globe, or 
penetrate the gloomy Regions of Hell it- 
ſelf ? And though they cannot comprehend 
the Ways of the Almighty, yet they can 
contemplate with Pleaſure and Aſtoniſhment 
the admirable Works of his Hands. They 
view with Wonder and Delight, the Gran- 

deur, 
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- deur; the Magnificence, and perfect Orde 
of all his Works, and long to have 
nearer Inſpection of them. They read th 
Book of the Heavens with the utmoſt Sa 
us faction ; and the more they ſtudy the 
fair and legible Characters therein, the more 
they admire and adore the Wiſdom, the 
© Omnipotence, and Goodneſs of Him that 
formed them, and endued them with ſuch 
noble and benevolent Properties, that every 
Individual of the raten GG receiv 

r "OD . 7 ret) 88 
The moſt PRPTY? Thoughts in Con- 
eeptions of ourlelyes, "ava our frail Beings, 
beconie us: but Praiſe, Adoration and 
Honour be ta Him who ſitteth in the Hea-f 
von, and at one View: ſees the whole 

"Compaſs of his Works, and directs theW 
Mo tions and Operations of every Particular 
therrof according tov his own Will and 
N Pleaſure 3 and by his Providence rules and 
| governs all Things, eſpecially the Actions 
Paſfons and Deligns of Men, for the 
clearer . pra of his « 87 ow” 
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